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‘Knowledge was never a matter of geography. 
Quite the reverse, it overflows all maps that exist.’ 
(White 1994, p. 446). 
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Send me out into another life Lord 
because this one is growing faint 
I do not think it goes all the way 
 
—W.S. Merwin, Words From a Totem Animal 
 
 
 
 
 
Extract ‘Words From a Totem Animal’ © 1970 by W.S. Merwin, reprinted with the 
permission of the Wylie Agency. 
 
 
